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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a non-final, first office action on the merits. Claims 1 -1 2, as 
originally filed, are currently pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 3, 4, 5, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "the identification" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Examiner has construed it to read 
"identification". 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "may comprise" in line 3. 
This lacks patentable weight. It should read "comprises" to be given patentable weight. 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "may have provided" in line 4. 
This lacks patentable weight. It should read "provided" to be given patentable weight. 

Claim 3 recites "the content provider may have provided the subscription 
interface to the identified content" in lines 4-5. Examiner has construed this to read "the 
content provider provided the identified content to the subscription interface". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Currans et al. (6,731,393). 

As per claim 1 , Currans et al. discloses a method of selectively subscribing 
to content in a computing environment (Column 6, lines 11-12, FIGS 1 and 13 
discloses custom (selective) documents by a subscribing user. FIG 5 shows 
subscription options for news, sports, money etc.. FIGS. 9A-12 shows examples of the 
custom documents), comprising steps of: 

enabling a user to identify content of interest (Column 13, lines 55-57 
discloses the content of interest indicated (identified) by the user); and 
wherein a provider of the content has not provided a subscription interface 
thereto (Column 4, lines 40-42 discloses the provider of content, 50 and advertising 
providers 80 do not provide an interface to the users, they provide an interface to the 
edit module 120, and edit module 120 in turn generates the custom documents for the 
user); 

and registering a subscription, for the user, to the identified content (FIG. 5 
shows the registration screen and instructions. The subscriptions are shown as well). 

As per claim 2, Currans et al. discloses using the registered subscription 
to deliver updates of the identified content to the user (Column 1 3, lines 1 9-20 
discloses daily printings of the user's personalized newspaper (updates)). 
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As per claim 3, Currans et al., discloses the step of: 
enabling the user to customize identification such that at least one condition is 
placed on at least one portion of the identified content, wherein the at least one 
portion comprises the identified content in its entirety (FIG. 7 shows the user 
identifying dailycalendar.doc as content to be delivered daily. FIG. 10 shows the daily 
calendar in its entirety) 

and wherein the content provider provided the identified content to the 
subscription interface but has not provided a subscription interface using the 
condition and/or the portion (Column 4, lines 40-42 discloses the provider of content, 
50 and advertising providers 80 do not provide an interface to the users, they provide an 
interface to the edit module 120, and edit module 120 in turn generates the custom 
documents for the user). 

As per claim 4, Currans et al. discloses using the registered 
subscription to deliver updates of the identified content which match the 
condition to the user (Column 13, lines 18-20 discloses that the user has requested 
document 13000, his personalized newspaper be printing at of 6:00 am, every day (the 
conditions)). 

As per claim 5. Currans et al. discloses specifying, for the user, at 
least one action to be carried out when the conditions is matched in updates of 
the identified content (Column 13, lines 19-20 discloses the action of printing the 
personalized newspaper when the conditions of 6:00 am and new day are matched). 
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As per claim 6, Currans et al. discloses evaluating the registered subscription, 
and if the condition(s) therein are met in updates to the identified content, 
carrying out the action (s) (Column 13, lines 21-23 discloses the edit module 120 
examining (evaluating) the user's interest as specified to assemble the custom 
document. Column 13, lines 19-20 discloses the action of printing the personalized 
newspaper when the conditions of 6:00 am and new day are matched). 

As per claim 7 and 10, Currans et al. discloses a system and computer 
program product for selectively subscribing to content in a networking 
environment (Column 6, lines 11-12, FIGS 1 and 13 discloses custom (selective) 
documents by a subscribing user. FIG 5 shows subscription options for news, sports, 
money etc.. FIGS. 9A-12 shows examples of the custom documents), further 
comprising: 

computer-readable program code / means for receiving an identification of 
content of interest to a user (Column 13, lines 55-57 discloses the content of interest 
indicated (identified) by the user. The content of interest gets stored in the user profile of 
knowledge module 170 (the means for receiving)), 

wherein a provider of the content has not provided a subscription interface 
thereto (Column 4, lines 40-42 discloses the provider of content, 50 and advertising 
providers 80 do not provide an interface to the users, they provide an interface to the 
edit module 120, and edit module 120 in turn generates the custom documents for the 
user); 
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and computer-readable program code / means for registering a 
subscription, for the user, to updates of the identified content (FIG. 5 shows the 
registration screen and instructions as the means for registering. The subscriptions are 
shown as well. FIG. 7 shows the screen for delivery schedule (means for updates)). 

As per claim 8 and 1 1 , Currans et al. discloses means for using the 
subscription to deliver updates of the identified content to the user (FIG. 5 shows 
the registration screen and instructions as the means for registering. The subscriptions 
are shown as well. FIG. 7 shows the screen for delivery schedule (means for updates)). 

As per claim 9 and 12, Currans et al. discloses computer-readable program 
code means / the means for receiving and means identifications of content of 
interest to a plurality of users (FIG. 1 shows a plurality of users that receive the 
content; 20320, 20330, 20350, and 20360) and registering subscriptions to updates 
of the identified content for the plurality of users, respectively (FIG. 5 shows the 
registration screen and instructions. The subscriptions are shown as well). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Nii, Naoaki (US 7209893) discloses a method of and a system for distributing 
electronic content. 

Bouet, Stephane et al. (US 20020065778) discloses a method of and a system 
for distributing electronic content. 

Reisman, Richard R. (US 5694546) discloses a system for automatic unattended 
electronic information transport between a server and a client by a vendor provided 
transport software with a manifest list. 

Walker, Jay S. et al. (US 6377963) discloses a method and system for attaching 
customized indexes to periodicals. 

Klug, John R. (US 6591245) discloses a media content notification via 
communications network. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney M. Henry whose telephone number is 571-270- 
5102. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 
7:30am to 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynda Jasmin can be reached on 571-270-3033. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Elaine Gort/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3627 
rmh 



